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Show love for alleys - Maintain clean dumpster areas

by Matthias Edrich

Most, if not all, residential blocks in our neighbor-
hood have alleys. Alleys provide important functions
including waste and recycling pick up. However, they
are also a source of crime and littering, especially
when they are not well maintained and not cared for.
Police statistics in our area have indicated in the past
that criminal activity along run down alleys and neigh-
boring homes tends to be higher than in alleys that are
well kept. One reason for this may be that run down
alleys provide hiding spaces for criminals and unruly
youth - graffiti and trash dumping are often the result.
The easiest solution for reducing crime and littering

in your alley is to properly maintain dumpster sites
and recycling bins. This not only leads to more secure
alleys but also improves curb appeal which, in turn,
attracts better neighbors and raises home values. The
following easy-to-do weekly routines will go a long
way to reducing problems in your alleys:

*Close dumpster lids. This prevents trash from falling

and blowing into the alley and ensures that animals
won't be able to disturb your peace. This also ensures
rain water doesn't collect in the bin.

*Encourage neighbors to order their own, free City and
County of Denver recycling bins. New arrivals in your
neighborhood might not know that recycling bins can
be ordered for free online. Make sure they know so
recycling bins don't start overflowing. Order bins here:
http://www.denvergov.org/recapp

*Dispose of large items (furniture, etc.) on "Large
Item Pickup" (LIP) dates only. The City picks up large
items on a five week schedule. Encourage neighbors
to check for upcoming LIP dates so large items can be
placed next to the dumpster the day before the pickup,
not the month before!

*Trim foliage and hedges. City code and common
sense dictates that alleys be kept free of overhanging
bushes, tree branches and hedges. Encourage neigh-
bors to trim unruly foliage or call the City for assis-
tance.

MiCl’OChip Your Cat for Free offer is good every Thursday

Specializing in Family Medicine « 811 S. Pearl « 303-744-9120

from 3:30 - 4:30pm at the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter or any participating
shelter or veterinarian (visit http://chipyourcat.com/locations.html for locations).
No appointment necessary. Cats must be in a box or carrier. You must live in one
of the six county metro districts of Adams County, Arapahoe County, Broom-
field, Denver, Douglas County and Jefferson County. Offer ends September 24,
2009.
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